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2019 Round 1 NIAA Grants Committee 
Wednesday 26 June 2019, 10:00 am 

6th Floor Meeting Room, Royal College of Anaesthetists 
 

Members: 
Dr Matt Wilson (Sheffield)   Chair 
 
Dr Craig Bailey (London)   Anaesthesia 
Dr Matt Davies (Peterborough) Association of Anaesthetists 

 Dr Kariem El-Boghdadly (London) Difficult Airway Society (DAS) 
 Prof Jonathan Hardman (Nottingham) British Journal of Anaesthesia (BJA) 
 Prof Dave Lambert (Leicester)   British Journal of Anaesthesia (BJA) 
 Dr Alan Macfarlane (Glasgow)  Regional Anaesthesia UK (RA-UK) 
 Dr Ronelle Mouton (Bristol)  Vascular Anaesthesia Society of GB & I (VASGBI)  
 Dr Gary Stocks (London)   Obstetric Anaesthetists’ Association (OAA)  
 Prof Michel Struys (Netherlands)  British Journal of Anaesthesia (BJA) 
 Dr Jonathan Smith (London)  Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of GB & I (APAGBI)
   
 

In attendance: 
Mr James Goodwin   RCoA Head of Research 
Ms Pamela Hines    NIAA Coordinator 
 
Apologies: 
Mrs Jenny Dorey (Oxford) Lay Member, RCoA Lay Committee  

 
M I N U T E S 

 
 

NIAAGC/06.2019/1 & 2  WELCOME and DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, and introductions were made. Dr Wilson declared his 
conflict with the OAA funding stream, due to being a co-applicant on one application, and so 
had not been involved in the peer review administration of these applications and would 
hand over the meeting Chair duties to Dr Stocks during discussion of this item, who had also 
administered the OAA applications on this occasion. No other conflicts were declared. 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/3 CONSIDERATION OF OAA LARGE PROJECT GRANTS PRESENTED BY DR 

STOCKS 
 
2 applications received  
A sum of £113,793 requested  
2 awards made in this category to the value of £113,793 
 

 



 
Chairman: 
Professor Mike Grocott 

Churchill House 
35 Red Lion Square 
London WC1R 4SG 

 
Tel 020 7092 1726 

Email info@niaa.og.uk 

 

 
 

Funded Projects  
 
Dr G Ackland 
EPIFEVER-2: personalised genomic medicine to guide labour analgesia 
It was discussed that this project was well supported by the reviewers, and was felt to be good 
value.  
Funded to the requested sum of £59,782 
 
Dr R Patel 
National Obstetric Anaesthesia Health Audit Research and patient-Centred outcomes project 1 
(NOAH’s ARC 1): Neuraxial Anaesthesia for Obstetric Surgery 
It was discussed that this is an important question, and it was felt this methodology would be the 
best way to answer it.  
Funded to the requested sum of £54,011 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/4 CONSIDERATION OF ASSOCIATION OF ANAESTHETISTS/ANAESTHESIA 

PROJECT GRANTS PRESENTED BY DR BAILEY & DR DAVIES 
 
12 applications received  
A sum of £251,513 requested 
6 awards made in this category to the value of £68,349 
  
Funded Projects 
 
Dr J Andrzejowski 
Plastic levels in intravenous crystalloid solutions stored in fluid-warming cabinets  
Funded to the requested sum of £1,920 
 
Dr A Boulton 
Moral distress amongst intensive care unit professions in the UK (MODEST) 
It was discussed that this project fits within the wellbeing topic, which is currently high on the 
agenda at the Association.  
Funded to the requested sum of £4,867 
 
Dr R Collis 
mSeP: Improving outcomes in maternal sepsis using physiological and biological markers 
Funded to the requested sum of £30,661 
 
Dr B W Johnston 
PREdiction of new-onset atrial FIBRillation In criticaLly iLl septic pATiEnts (PRE-FIBRILLATE) 
Funded to the requested sum of £11,751 
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Dr K Kerr 
To assess the feasibility of using the 6 minute walk test during a patients first visit to surgical 
outpatient clinic to identify those individuals with a significantly reduced level of cardiorespiratory 
fitness 
There was discussion on the feasibility of this project and its value for money, as VASGBI were 
prepared to co-fund it due to the lack of fundable applications submitted to their own category. 
On further in depth discussion it was decided that the Association would fund this project solely. 
Funded to the requested sum of £12,820 
 
Dr W Rook 
Can continuous non-invasive monitoring improve stability of intraoperative blood pressure 
(iSTABILISE) – a feasibility controlled trial 
Funded to the requested sum of £6,330 
   
   
NIAAGC/06.2019/5 CONSIDERATION OF ASSOCIATION OF ANAESTHETISTS/BAREMA PROJECT 

GRANTS PRESENTED BY DR BAILEY & DR DAVIES 
 
2 applications received  
A sum of £62,097 requested 
2 awards made in this category to the value of £62,097  
 
Funded Projects 

 
Dr J Bramwell 
Investigating the ability of cardiopulmonary exercise markers to predict successful extubation in 
intensive care (CPEXtubate) 
Funded to the requested sum of £28,685 
  
Dr F Formenti 
Continuous arterial oxygen monitoring to personalise ventilatory strategies 
Funded to the requested sum of £33,412 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/6 CONSIDERATION OF APAGBI SMALL RESEARCH GRANTS PRESENTED BY 

DR SMITH 
 
3 applications received  
A sum of £106,660 requested 
1 award made in this category to the value of £39,925 
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Funded Project 
 
Dr R Dickinson 
The effect of xenon-treatment on the developing brain following paediatric neurotrauma  
It was agreed that this was overall a good application and the reviewer scores speak for 
themselves; the applicant was highlighted as a rising star who will provide good value for the 
funding they have been awarded. 
Funded to the requested sum of £39,925 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/7 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PROJECT GRANTS PRESENTED BY PROF 

STRUYS, PROF HARDMAN & PROF LAMBERT 
 
19 applications received  
A sum of £1,268,704 requested 
3 awards made in this category to the value of £144,719 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Dr J Blaikley & Dr G Kitchen 
Ventilating circadian rhythms: a novel cause of circadian disruption? 
It was discussed that a co-applicant on this ambitious project is also a rising star whom the BJA 
are keen to fund as they have already funded his PhD.  
Funded to the requested sum of £69,929 
 
Dr B Creagh-Brown 
Muscle wasting in major abdominal surgery (MAMAS) 2 
Funded to the requested sum of £24,970 
 
Prof R Pearse 
Post-operative Carer Led Monitoring (P-CALM): An intervention to train family carers to measure 
and document basic vital signs for surgical in-patients in a resource limited hospital in Uganda: A 
stepped-wedge cluster randomised trial 
It was noted that this was a re-application from the previous NIAA grant round that had been 
satisfactorily revised, and had been scored highly by the reviewers. 
Funded to the requested sum of £49,820 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/8 CONSIDERATION OF DAS PROJECT GRANTS PRESENTED BY DR EL-

BOGHDADLY 
 
3 applications received 
A sum of £38,025 requested 
No awards made in this category 
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NIAAGC/06.2019/9 CONSIDERATION OF DAS SMALL GRANTS PRESENTED BY DR EL-
BOGHDADLY 

 
2 applications received  
A sum of £8,600 requested 
1 award made in this category to the value of £4,090 
 
Funded Project 
 
Dr C Mendonca 
Temporomandibular Joint Dysfunction Following the Use of a Supraglottic Airway Device  
Funded to the requested sum of £4,090 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/10 CONSIDERATION OF RA-UK PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR 

MACFARLANE 
 
1 application received  
A sum of £9,400 requested 
No awards made in this category 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/11 CONSIDERATION OF VASGBI PROJECT GRANT PRESENTED BY DR MOUTON 
 
1 application received  
A sum of £13,047 requested 
No awards made in this category 
 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There was discussion on the subject of re-submitted applications and how these should be 
handled. It was suggested that a question should be included on the forms, asking applicants to 
confirm whether this project has previously been submitted for NIAA funding and to clarify what 
revisions have been made.  
 
Demand management was also discussed. Due to a number of similar applications from the 
same departments in this round, it was noted that this round could have been considerably 
reduced in number for example. Some applicants are unwittingly competing against themselves, 
by submitting multiple applications. There followed a robust discussion on how best to manage 
this, with a number of options explored including introducing a restriction of only one application 
per department/unit per round, or only one submission per lead applicant/Principal Investigator.  
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It was also suggested that some guidance could be uploaded to the NIAA website to indicate 
that the Grants Committee expects that applicants will discuss within their own departments 
before submitting an application in order to avoid applications with similar interests conflicting 
against each other. After much discussion, it was agreed that to encourage high quality 
applications, arbitrary limitations should not be implemented and that application demand will 
continue to be managed internally through the existing grants scoring and ranking process.  
Grants Committee members expressed that it was a reasonable expectation for applicants to 
manage multiple applications from the same institution by communicating internally and 
planning to avoid conflicts.   
 
There was a discussion regarding fluidity between NIAA partners, i.e. where a funder feels that an 
application submitted to a category outside of their own is strong enough to fund, either jointly or 
solely which had occurred during this meeting. This has previously been discussed at NIAA Board 
level, with some concern over how this may be perceived by applicants. Grant Committee 
members expressed their strong support for this method of co-funding; given this is one of the 
benefits of the NIAA’s model of funder partnerships. Dr Wilson advised he would express this view 
back to the NIAA Board in his next Grants Officer report. 
 
NIAAGC/06.2019/13 DATES OF FUTURE GRANT DEADLINES & MEETINGS 
 
2019 Round 2 
Application deadline: noon, Friday 20th September 2019 
Committee meeting: 10am, Thursday 12th December 2019 
 
Dates for 2020 TBC 


